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You, no doubt, have had a particular account of his volun-
tary surrender of himself.! This manly, chivalric act, his
open, free, and high bearing at the time, has something
more than ordinary in it. Dressed in his Yancton uniform
of white unsoiled skins with a fine white dressed skin robe
cast loosely across his shoulders, and mounted on a mettle-
some horse with a white flag in his hand, and marching
into the camp of Whistler, unconfined, with a pleasant un-
clouded brow to deliver himself up as a murderer, is a little
out of the ordinary course of such thingsamongst us. You,
perhaps, have seen him. He is a tall, well-made, straight
Indian, about 38 or 40, and a very pleasant countenance.
There is nothing remarkable in the other 7 prisoners, if
you except Red Bird’s son, a lad of about 12 or 15. He
is a pleasant, smiling boy. Confinement goes hard with
the Red Bird, and he does not have good health, but
if a white man calls to see him all the nobility of
a great savage appears to light up his seemingly in-
telligent features, and a stranger would point to him as
no every-day character. 1 wish the trial and execution of
the murderers was past. If a strong force is not present
when Red Bird is to be hanged if convicted (of which I can
see no reason to doubt), I shall not feel free from apprehen-
sion of danger. There is an opinion prevalent at St. Louis
and amongst some here, that the Winnebagoes are greatly
alarmed at late events. They were much alarmed at the
time Gen’l A.? and the Ill. volunteers were in their country.
The movement was sudden, beyond what the Indians had
been accustomed to, and the expected reinforcements from
Illinois under your order for } the militia, was calculated to
take them by surprise; and at the time had its effect. Since
then they seem to be gradually awakening, as it were, from
a deep slecp; until their fears are given to the winds and
there is dead stillness—a portentous calm that all my
secret endeavors cannot unravel. They cannot be induced
to talk on the subject. And they come and go,ask no ques-
tions about the prisoners, and if told of their health, answer
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